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For updates on
the conference:
http://www.inao
ps.org/2014nationalconference

Phone: (770) 997-1100
Website: http://www.sheratonatlantaairport.com
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Price does not include hotel, meals, or travel.
Full Conference (2-Day)
Non-Member rate: $260.00
Member rate: $230.00
Single Day Rate
Non-Member rate: $150.00
Member rate: $120.00

th

25 Anniversary of Recovery Month
In its 25th year, Recovery Month promotes the
societal benefits of prevention, treatment, and
recovery for mental and substance use disorders.
This year’s theme, “Join the Voices for Recovery:
Speak Up, Reach Out,” encourages people to
openly speak up about mental and substance use
disorders and the reality of recovery, and promotes
ways individuals can use to recognize behavioral
health issues and reach out for help. Recovery
Month spreads the positive message that behavioral
health is essential to overall health, that prevention
works, treatment is effective and people can and do
recover.

Please consider visiting http://www.recoverymonth.gov for ideas on how to reach more people
who need reliable substance abuse and mental health treatment information. Thanks for your
support.

An Invitation: Tell us about you and your peer support provider program
We are taking a poll of peer support providers (any title, employed or volunteer, full or part time).
We are also gathering information from organizations that hire peer support providers. Information
collected from these polls will help us better understand the current state of peers in the workforce
so we can better meet your needs!
Please share your piece of the puzzle and invite your peers and organizations to do the same!

Peer Support Provider survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Peer_EdCompSat
Agency survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Agency_EdCompSat

For more, visit: http://inaops.org/2014-survey-of-education-compensation-and-satisfaction
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Updated Training and Certification Report Available
PEER SPECIALIST TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION
PROGRAMS: A NATIONAL OVERVIEW - UPDATED!
As of March 2014, 38 states and the District of Columbia
have established programs to train and certify peer
specialists and 8 states are in the process of developing
and/or implementing a program.
This report provides details about current peer specialist
training and certification initiatives.
http://blogs.utexas.edu/mental-health-institute/files/2014/07/Peer-Specialist-Training-and-CertificationPrograms-A-National-Overview-2014-Update.pdf

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
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Our Next Free Webinar - Save the Date!

Peer Support and Occupational Therapy
Sept. 26, 2014 (Friday) – Noon-1 p.m. EDT
(11 a.m. – Noon CDT, 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. MDT, 9 a.m.-10 a.m. PDT)

Join us as occupational therapist Steve Nawotniak explores the linkage
between occupational therapy, peer support and recovery. Steve, a licensed
occupational therapist and a peer supporter, will describe how occupational
therapy can help those we support create personal growth opportunities
that extend beyond mental health/substance use recovery.
All webinars in this series have been possible through the generous support
of Optum™, which provides technical and collaborative support.

The webinar is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 26, 2014, from Noon to 1 p.m., EST. Participation
information is provided on the following page. To receive a free certificate of participation,
complete the quiz after the webinar (the link will be found on our website www.inaops.org). A
certificate will be mailed to you 3-4 weeks after the webinar.
No pre-registration is required!
For continuing education credit, contact your state certification authority to determine if this
webinar qualifies for such credit.
Questions? Contact us at: webinars@naops.org
Tips for first time attendees: Once you have joined the webinar, you will be asked to provide
your phone number. You will receive an immediate call back by the system as long as you are
using a cell phone or single-line phone (phone extensions do not work with this system). When
you answer the phone, you will be prompted to press “1” to listen to the webinar.
Once you enter the webinar, your phone will be muted to avoid distractions and outside noise
from interfering with the presentation. Questions may be submitted through the “chat box”
feature.
If you have not previously joined a Webex webinar, start a few minutes early to allow the free
software to download on your system. After clicking the link, if the session has not started, you
may need to click REFRESH in your browser after a few minutes to join the webinar.
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To Join the Webinar
Click on this link or enter it you’re your brower:
https://optum.webex.com/optum/j.php?MTID=mee0fd386b1b9ceb4aad814d2736b1367
2. If requested, enter your name and email address.
3. If a password is required, enter the meeting password: optum
4. When it is time (join button turns green) click "Join".
(If the webinar has not started, you may need to click REFRESH a few times before the webinar will be visible.)

Audio conference information
Provide your number when you join the meeting to receive a call back.
1. Use your computer to log into the meeting and then follow the instructions on the screen.
2.

Follow the instructions you hear on the phone.

For assistance
1. Go to https://optum.webex.com/optum/mc
2. On the left navigation bar, click “Support”.
To add this meeting to your calendar program (for example Microsoft Outlook), click
this link:
https://optum.webex.com/optum/j.php?MTID=m8daaac2c8508e9cf1ce83e403eee3ff8
To check whether you have the appropriate players installed for UCF (Universal
Communications Format) rich media files, go to
https://optum.webex.com/optum/systemdiagnosis.php.
http://www.webex.com

If this is your first webinar, begin the entry process 5-10 minutes prior to the
webinar to download the free software.
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Recorded webinars:
•
•
•
•
•

April’s Webinar: Guided Tour of the iNAPS Recovery to Practice training for experienced
peer supporters http://youtu.be/I4OymMprBQY
May’s Webinar: Self-Disclosure for Peer Support providers and other disciplines.
http://youtu.be/sWRpMGRG6NU
June’s Webinar: Stress: The Deadly Plague (applicable to all professions).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLfGl0T1X_Y&feature=youtu.be
July Webinar: Recovery to Practice Six Professional Disciplines give Updates on their
Recovery curricula. http://www.dsgonline.com/RTP/webinars/7.28.2014.html
August Webinar: The Workplace Bully – Who and You and What to Do.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0O0hClC1YFA&feature=youtu.be

To access the links and presentation slides and other information from these and other past
webinars, visit the webinar page on our site: http://inaops.org/free-webinars-past.

Our Free Webinar Series is made possible by….
Once again, we thank Peter Ashenden and Optum for continued
support of this webinar series. Without their generous donation of time and technology, we
could not offer these webinars to you free of charge.

You tell us!
Our webinars are well attended and raise many issues (sometimes with more questions than
answers) about peer support. We are always looking for topics related to peer support practice.
If you have expertise in a particular area, you may even be a future webinar presenter. To
suggest a topic, describe in a few brief sentences what it is and
why it is important for peer supporters.
Send your suggestion(s) to Executive Director Steve Harrington at:
steve@naops.org.
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Featured Article
Peer Support and Counseling
Darrin, MS, CPS, CPRP
I am a Certified Peer Specialist (CPS) in two states. I am also a Certified Psychiatric
Rehabilitation Practitioner (CPRP). I hold a Master’s degree in psychology, and many of my
credits are in counseling. I have done a number of presentations trying to change perspectives
and get more respect for peer support as a legitimate profession. One of my presentations is
entitled "Peer Support and Professional Development."
What bothers me is how the traditional counseling establishment seems to have monopolized
the term "counselor" and often frowns on others who wish to also use the term. Are they
attempting to defend what they perceive is their turf (possibly for financial or job security)?
Perhaps partly as a result of this biased and widespread mindset, many peer supporters
throughout the world are treated as "less than" traditional counselors and are relegated to
positions of low status and low pay despite performing many of the same kinds of duties or
tasks.
It is my humble opinion that peer supporters should embrace the older lexicon and go back to
calling themselves "peer counselors." The newer and more common label of "peer specialist"
seems unfitting and sounds rather silly when you stop and think about it. Are we afraid of
treating peer supporters as professionals? The reality is that many peer supporters have years
of actual first-hand experience with mental illness and have extensive training in peer support
methods. Many peer supporters are also highly educated in terms of post-secondary education.
As someone with a background in counseling, I can attest that the peer support method or
approach shares many similarities to Client-Centered Therapy (pioneered by Carl Rogers
decades ago). The peer support approach is also very similar to Rollnick and Miller's
Motivational Interviewing. Peer support also borrows components of other forms of
therapy/counseling as well. So why not call peer supporters peer counselors? It's important to
call a spade a spade when we see it!
Thankfully some professionals are using the preferred lexicon. I have seen "peer counseling"
used in psychiatric rehabilitation textbooks. I am very grateful that Mary Copeland (author of
Wellness Recovery Action Plan) also uses the terminology of "peer counseling" in her wellknown WRAP manual. Heck, even camp counselors use this terminology! And lawyers! And
many others! Why can't peer supporters do the same?
I have lofty expectations for the profession of peer support and I want to see it grow as a
profession. But it all starts with language. Who knows, perhaps someday we will see peer
supporters doing private practice!
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Featured Program

Come to the conference to learn
more about this innovative and
exciting program!

Coming Out Proud Program (COPp)
Self-stigma is one of the egregious impacts of mental illness stigma, a diminished sense of selfesteem and self-efficacy leading to a “why try” effect in many people: “why try get a regular
job, someone like me doesn’t deserve it.” Recently, innovative programs have emerged to
challenge self-stigma, programs based in part on psychoeducation and cognitive reframing skills
meant to challenge stigmatizing self-statements. An interesting result has emerged out of
research by our group that informs an alternative program for dealing with self-stigma:
the Coming Out Proud program (COPp).
Research shows those who have disclosed aspects of their mental illness frequently report a
sense of personal empowerment that enhances self-esteem and promotes confidence to seek
and achieve individual goals. In this light, a group of people with
lived experience and stigma researchers developed the Coming
Out Proud program, now being used in beta research in the
United States, Europe, Australia, and China. COPp is a threesession group program run usually by pairs of trained leaders with
lived experiences. COPp has a comprehensive, user-friendly
manual; step-by-step workbook and corresponding worksheets;
fidelity measure; and leader training program which can be
obtained from NCSE1.ORG. The revised manual distinguishes
between anti-stigma programs that promote mental illness as
normalcy. Instead of passing as normal, people want to be
accepted for who they are. The COPp campaign presents
solidarity as the alternative, the desire and expectation that the
public stands with us as we are, for whom we are. The COPp program encourages people to
consider the pros and cons of each and display one’s choice broadly and proudly.
Stories and Essays of Solidarity will be a collection of personal reflections by people with lived
experience on coming out, pride, and solidarity using lessons learned from their journey.
For more information, visit the links below to obtain free resources, network with COPp
facilitators, learn more about research opportunities, and to request training.
http://comingoutproudprogram.org
(Facebook) https://www.facebook.com/COPprogram
(Twitter) https://twitter.com/COPprogram
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Preliminary Conference Schedule
Monday and Tuesday October 13 and 14, 2014

8th Annual National Peer Support Conference
Changing Times,
Changing
Monday,
Oct. 13 Profession
Sheraton Gateway Hotel Atlanta Airport, 1900 Sullivan Road Atlanta, GA, 30337

Video Welcome to the Conference from Steve Harrington

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxMAkbQrDt4

7-10:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 12
Reception and Film Screening (complimentary)

8-9 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 13
Continental Breakfast (complimentary)

9-9:20 a.m.

Welcome, Introductions, Conference Overview (plenary session)

9:20-10:30 a.m.

Opening Keynote—Larry Davidson, Ph.D., Yale University (Program for
Recovery and Community Health); History of Peer Support,
Challenges for the Future (plenary session)

10:30-11:15 a.m.

Larry Fricks—Peer Support Pioneer—Where We Are, Where We Can
Go—(plenary session)

11:15-12:15 p.m.

Allen Daniels and Peter Ashenden—Strategic Decisions for the Peer
Support Profession (plenary session)

12:15-1:30 p.m.

Lunch—On Your Own

1:30-2:45 p.m.

Self-Disclosure Panel—Gayle Bluebird, Denise Camp, Andy Bernstein
(plenary session)

2:45-3 p.m.

Switch break
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Monday, Oct. 13 (Continued)
3:00-4:10 p.m.

Workshops (3 breakout sessions)
Arts--Gayle Bluebird, Susan Meekhof, Franzwa Watson
Grow into Recovery-Bryan Rich
Exploring Pioneer Roles-Jo Bower

4:10-4:25 p.m.

Switch Break—Refreshment Break (complimentary)

4:25-5:30 p.m.

Workshops (3 breakout sessions)
Arts--Gayle Bluebird, Susan Meekhof, Franzwa Watson
How Do You Know Your Group is Effective?—Patricia McDermott
Collaboration: A Recovery Practice—Shannon McCleerey-Hooper

5:30-5:40

Switch Break

5:40-6:50

Workshops (3 breakout sessions)
Peer Supports in 12-Step: Separating Personal Recovery from Work—
Shannon McCleerey-Hooper
Stepping Beyond Illness--Steve Nawotniak
Intentional Peer Support-Eva Dech

8-9 p.m.

iNAPS Annual Membership Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 14

8-9:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast (complimentary)

9-9:10 a.m.

Welcome Back!

9:10-10 a.m.

Keynote—Mark Ragins, M.D., Psychiatrist, The Village of Los Angeles—
Recovery Advocacy Then and Now (plenary session)

10-11 a.m.

Steve Ford—(plenary session)

11 a.m.-Noon

Anthony Stratford, Mind Australia, and Anne Beales, Together, United
Kingdom--Peer Support Around the World (plenary session)

Noon-1:30 p.m.

Lunch (On Your Own)

1:30-3:15 p.m.

Workshops (3 breakout sessions)
Beyond Compassion Fatigue—Ted Thomas
Puppy Love: A Drug of Choice—Carrie Roach
Peer Support and the First Nations, Culture and Recovery—Michael
Runningwolf, Spencer Tinder
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Tuesday, Oct. 14 (Continued)
3:15-3:30 p.m.

Switch Break

3:30-4:45 p.m.

Workshops (3 breakout sessions)
Patrick Corrigan, PsyD, Coming Out Proud Program (COPp)—SelfDisclosure for everyone
The Art of Engagement—Adrienne Robinson, Kenneth Lewis
Learning with Laughter—Max Rowland, Jr.

4:45-5 p.m.

Switch Break

5-5:30 p.m.

Awards, Closing (plenary session)

What Else is Happening in Atlanta that Week?
Pre-Conference Institutes (Sunday, October 12)
The following institutes are IN ADDITION TO the conference and additional fees are required for
participation, paid to their respective organizers. See registration forms later in this issue.
2 half-day institutes (Oct. 12) – offered by Recovery Opportunity Center
— Recovery Coaching
— Recognizing the Emerging Leader in You
To sign up or learn more contact: Lisa Anderson - (602) 636-4411, (602) 636 5228 fax
Email: lisaa@recoveryopportunity.com or visit Recovery Opportunity Center,
http://www.recoveryopportunity.com

Note: The Recover Resources pre/post-conference institute on peer leadership, “Leaders,
Followers and Pesky Dead Rabbits,” has been cancelled.

Evening Reception and Film Screening (Sunday, October 12)
7:00 – 10:30 p.m. Evening Recep-on ― No cost
8:30 – 10:30 p.m. Film screenings ― No cost
•

Kings Park: Stories from an American Mental Institution Film Screening and discussion.
Link to trailer and more information: http://kingsparkmovie.com

•

Coming out Proud and Stigma Research screening and discussion. For more information,
visit: http://comingoutproudprogram.org
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In Conference Institute (Monday, Oct 13) – Included in conference but seating is limited

Get Ready, Get Set: Here Come the Artists!
This year’s iNAPS Conference will feature a maxi workshop (3 hours) for all interested “artsy folks.” (NO,
you do not need to be a talented artist.) Just come as you are!
Bluebird, National Arts Networker, will give an overview on the healing
power of the arts as well as the power of integrating creativity into our
work as peer specialists. A panel of four artists/performers/writers will
talk about their own experiences as artists, as well as the political
power art has to promote changes in our society and in our mental
health programs. The third hour will be devoted to hands-on activities,
all simple, but meaningful. Peers will have lots of ideas to take home
that they can use for themselves and with others.
Co-Presenters:
— Gayle Bluebird, Peer Services Director, MHA/ Delaware Psychiatric Center
— Franzswa Watson, Peer Educator Specialist, MHA/Delaware Psychiatric Center
Please note: This workshop will be limited to 20 people only due to space limitations and materials. If you
don’t get to the workshop, see us at a table where you can spend time being creative throughout the
entire time of the conference.

Post-Conference Institutes (Wednesday, October 15)
Full-day institute – Advanced Skills for the Next Level -- Recovery Opportunity Center
To sign up contact: Lisa Anderson - (602) 636-4411, (602) 636 5228 fax,
Email: lisaa@recoveryopportunity.com or visit Recovery Opportunity Center,
http://www.recoveryopportunity.com

Half-day institute – We Do Talk about Diagnosis and Treatment in Peer Support –
Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance (www.dbsalliance.org)

Post-Conference Training (Wednesday, October 15 – Saturday, October 18)
Four-day training – Recovery to Practice Next Steps iNAPS/DBSA (www.dbsalliance.org)
(Facilitator training on Sunday, October 19 only for qualified participants.)

See our conference page for updates!
http://inaops.org/2014-national-conference
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National Conference
Plenary Speaker Lineup
Steve Ford is the son of former president and first lady Gerald and Betty Ford.
He is an accomplished actor and rodeo star. Ford relates to peer support as he
has not only dealt with the addiction challenges of his famous mother but
himself as well. His presentation promises to be inspirational and we are excited
to bring him to our conference
Larry Fricks is recognized as a peer support pioneer and his work has brought
peer support throughout the U.S. and internationally. Fricks is Director of the
Appalachian Consulting Group and a powerful advocate for whole health (mind
and body) care. He will share insights about peer support in his personable,
humorous way.
Mark Ragins, M.D., is the founding psychiatrist at The Village in Long Beach,
Calif. The Village, operated by MHA-Los Angeles, is an innovator in addictions
and mental health services. Ragins has been a recovery advocate since 1990 by
promoting humanistic and integrated approaches. His articles on recovery have
become popular reading for all healthcare disciplines.
Anthony Stratford is an executive at Mind Australia, Australia’s
largest provider of mental health services. Stratford has traveled
the globe to advocate for peer support. Anne Beales is the Director
of Service User Involvement at Together in the United Kingdom.
Together they will share what news from around the world and a
new initiative to create a global peer support charter.
Allen Daniels is a healthcare consultant who has been instrumental
in helping organizations chart courses that include peer support.
Daniels is a “critical thinker” who will share his vision about future
decisions for the peer support profession. He will be joined by Peter
Ashenden, Director of Consumer Affairs for Optum.
Larry Davidson is a professor of psychology and Director of the Program for
Recovery & Community Health at Yale University. He is also the Director of the
SAMHSA-funded Recovery to Practice Project. He is an inspirational and highly
entertaining speaker. In a recent interview, Larry said he focused much of his
career on understanding peer support because it is one of the few really new
advances made in the field in the last 30 years. It promises to revolutionize all of
behavioral health, and it is such a positive, if difficult, enterprise that is much
more interesting, and gratifying, than most other topics in mental health.
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PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE
Recovery Opportunity Center (ROC)
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PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE
Recovery Opportunity Center (ROC)
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POST-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE
Recovery Opportunity Center (ROC)
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POST-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE

Wednesday, October 15, 2014 (1/2 Day Institute)
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM
“We DO talk about that: Diagnosis, Treatments, and the Role of Peer Support.”
Peer specialists are not clinicians, and they can play a key role in supporting their peers in
choosing and getting the most out of treatment. Participants will learn more about a range of
mental health treatments and explore ways in which peer specialists can appropriately support
others in this venue. See the DBSA Peer Specialist Advanced Training website at
http://www.dbsalliance.org/site/PageServer?pagename=education_training_peer_specialist_advanced or send email to
training@dbsalliance.org

Next Steps for Experienced Peer Support Providers Continuing Education
and Facilitator Training

October 15–19, 2014
Decatur, Georgia - Following the iNAPS Conference
Are you an experienced peer specialist looking for ways to connect and share best practices
with others at your level of experience? Are you looking for a curriculum you can bring back to
share with staff and other peer specialists in your organization? Could you benefit from
achieving a facilitator certificate that allows you to share a unique peer training with others?
If the answer to these questions is ‘yes,’ you might consider staying a few extra days after the
National Conference to experience this transformational training. Space is limited.
To
register: http://www.dbsalliance.org/site/PageServer?pagename=education_training_peer_specialist_advanced or
contact Training@DBSAlliance.org for more information.
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Helpful Resources
Key Update!

Stay informed by subscribing to The Key Update, a publication of the

National Mental Health Consumers’ Self-Help Clearinghouse. For the current issue:
http://www.mhselfhelp.org/the-key-update-latest or subscribe: http://www.mhselfhelp.org

Recovery Opportunity Center Newsletter!
Recovery Opportunity Center is one of our Conference sponsors and partners
in offering Pre-and Post-Conference institutes. In their July newsletter they
offer many inspirational and practical wellness features, including the start of a series of video
interviews with Lori Ashcraft (as the interviewer) and people in recovery.
To access this month’s Recovery Opportunity Center newsletter, go to:
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/July-2014-Newsletter---FEATURED-VIDEO-.html?soid=1109229523685&aid=WuYC3w_itSc

Or visit their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/recoveryopportunitycenter
Or subscribe by sending email to: newsletterroc@recoveryopportunity.com

See the DBSA eUpdate, with announcements of upcoming training – including
Recovery to Practice NEXT STEPS for experienced peer providers.
http://www.dbsalliance.org/site/PageServer?pagename=education_eupdate_2014_June

To subscribe to the Peer Partnership e-newsletter, go to:
http://www.dbsalliance.org/site/Survey?SURVEY_ID=1200&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
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Conference Registration
8th National Peer Support Conference
Peer Support: Changing Times, Changing Profession
October 13 & 14, 2014
Sheraton Airport Gateway Hotel
Atlanta, GA
1900 Sullivan Rd, Atlanta, GA 30337
Phone: (770) 997-1100
Note: The hotel provides regularly scheduled shuttle service to and from the airport.
For hotel information, please visit the site: http://www.sheratonatlantaairport.com
Print and mail (or e-mail) to: Steve@naops.org
Or fax: (616) 233-0832
To register for the conference, complete this form and enclose payment. Each attendee
must complete a separate form. The registration fee covers conference workshops, two
continental breakfasts, and refreshment breaks only. Travel, hotel accommodations, and
other meals are not covered under registration fee.
A discount rate for lodging of $119 single/double plus applicable taxes, has been negotiated
for a limited number of rooms at the hotel for those who will be attending our conference.
Call the toll-free reservation line: 1-888-627-7046 and let them know you are attending the
NAPS conference, or access Sheraton Reservations for the discount rate online:
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/booking/reservation?id=1312178257&key=36EC6
The number of discount rooms is limited so make your reservations early!

8th National Peer Support Conference
Peer Support: Changing Times, Changing Profession Registration

Register online (processing fee applies) https://2014-inaps-conf-atlanta.eventbrite.com
Or save credit card processing fees by submitting payment by mail with this form:
Name ___________________________________________________________
Telephone # ______________________________________________________
Street Address or P.O. Box ___________________________________________
City ____________________________ State ___________ Zip_____________
E-Mail Address (if available) __________________________________________
Any Special Needs (please indicate)_____________________________________
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Conference Registration -- 2
Choose sessions you are registering for and enter the total registration amount.
Join iNAPS and save!!
Full Conference
Total Registration
One Day of the
If you are not already a
(2 days)
Conference
(Fill in the total below)
member, or your
Regular Price
membership has lapsed,
Enter the Registration submit your membership
$260
$150
Total:
form at the time you
submit this registration.
Member rate: $230
Member rate: $120
Membership forms can be found on our website: www.inaops.org, under the Join Us link.
iNAPS is a non-profit organization, Federal I.D. #46-1719864.
Payment must accompany registration form.
Checks should be made payable to “iNAPS” and sent with the registration form to:

iNAPS, P.O. Box 67, Trufant, MI 49347

To pay by credit card, please provide the following:
Name on Card_________________________________
Phone #_____________________________________
Card #_____________________________________________________
Expiration Date _______________________
Amount to be charged:

$_______________________
Or to register online visit:
https://2014-inaps-conf-atlanta.eventbrite.com

For more information visit the iNAPS website http://inaops.org/2014-national-conference/.
Please Note: The pre-conference institutes on Oct. 11 & 12 will be sponsored by other
organizations and the National Conference registration fee does not include the costs of those
other institutes. More information on those events will be available soon! Visit
http://inaops.org/2014-national-conference/ to learn more.
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Organizations and Philanthropists…
Interested in earning national recognition and rewards?

Make a Donation toward the 8th Annual
National Peer Support Conference
This year will mark the 10th anniversary of the International Association of Peer
Supporters (formerly the National Association of Peer Specialists). Our association works to
promote and facilitate the use of peer supporters primarily in the substance use and mental
health disorder fields. We provide information valuable to the profession and also advance the
profession through education of other healthcare disciplines about the appropriate roles of
peer supporters.
The 2014 conference will be held in October in Atlanta, GA. Our speaker lineup includes
Steve Ford, son of former President Gerald and First Lady Betty Ford. Steve Ford is an
accomplished actor and has his own addictions experience. Other speakers include Larry
Davidson, Consultant and visionary Allen Daniels, Anthony Stratford of Australia, Anne Beales
of the United Kingdom, peer support pioneer Larry Fricks, and other experts in the
development of peer support.
Although we have a solid success record of national conferences, we want this one to be
our best yet. Unfortunately, peer supporters remain among the most low-paid in the healthcare
profession. To keep costs reasonable so we can serve as many peer supporters as possible, we
are seeking financial support. Below are some levels of support to consider:
•

Platinum-$5,000+: Donors receive a full-page recognition in the conference program,
complimentary exhibit table and conference registration for five.

•

Gold-$1,000-$5,000: Donors receive a half-page recognition in the conference program,
complimentary exhibit table and conference registration for two.

•

Silver-$200-$999: Donors receive a quarter-page recognition in the conference program
and complimentary exhibit table.

In addition to these benefits, donors may designate particular uses for the
funds provided. For example, donors may wish to sponsor specific attendees, a meal, a keynote
address or a reception. iNAPS is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and any of these donations
may be tax deductible (see next page for details).
We hope you or your organization will consider becoming a donor for this important
event. Without the assistance of organizations and people who care deeply about peer support,
we would be unable to thrive. For questions or additional information, please contact Steve
Harrington, Executive Director, at: steve@naops.org.
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Membership Form
International Association of Peer Supporters
(iNAPS) A non-profit organization (www.inaops.org)
The International Association of Peer Supporters (formerly the National
Association of Peer Specialists) welcomes all who support peer support
in healthcare. We promote the use of peer support in a variety of settings, including but not
limited to mental health and addictions. Members receive a certificate, e-mail newsletter, and
registration fee discounts for the annual national peer support conference.
Join our ranks to be informed, involved and bring peer support to those who need it most!

To join, simply complete the following information form. The cost of membership is $25
annually. If you do not have an e-mail address or would like to receive your quarterly
newsletter in hard copy form, please check the box.

Please Print Clearly!
Name_________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
City______________________________________ State________ Zip_____________
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $______________

I’d like to make a donation to help those who cannot afford membership $________
(Donations are tax-deductible for most people. Check with your tax expert.)
Please mail me a “hard copy” print version of the newsletter.

Please mail completed form to:
iNAPS, P.O. Box 67, Trufant, MI 49347
Fax: 616-233-0832
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